






 
  

 

 

Jerry Bologna Wins “40 Under 40″ Award in Economic Development 
JANUARY 31, 2013 

Orlando, Fla. – Jerry Bologna, the executive director of the Jefferson Parish Economic Development Commission 
(JEDCO), has been selected as a winner in the economic development profession’s “40 Under 40” awards, the first-ever 
awards program recognizing young talent in the economic development profession. 
 
A five-member selection committee chose the winners from a pool of more than 150 candidates based on their exceptional 
contributions to the economic development industry. The award’s program was managed by Development Counsellors 
International (DCI), a New York-based firm that specializes in economic development marketing. 
 
A certified economic developer, Jerry has served JEDCO for more than twelve years in various capacities. In January, he 
was chosen to lead JEDCO as the new executive director of the organization. Before accepting the new role, he was 
JEDCO’s Deputy Director, overseeing the JEDCO Business Innovation Center, Marketing, Financing and Economic 
Development Services, which includes the parish’s Business Retention and Expansion Program. That program previously 
garnered international acclaim from the International Economic Development Council (IEDC). In 2011, Jerry was chosen 
as IEDC’s “Young Economic Development Professional of the Year.” 
 
Jerry has played a vital role in some of the major business accomplishments in Jefferson Parish in recent years, including 
bringing the Smoothie King headquarters back to Jefferson Parish, keeping People’s Health in the area and assisting 
NOLA Motorsports in their plans to develop in Avondale. 
 
Jerry has also been recognized by both business and political leadership for his contributions to business recovery efforts 
in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. He was invited by the Business Civic Leadership Center of the US Chamber of 
Commerce and the IEDC to assist in the development of a business and economic recovery plan for Galveston, Texas 
following Hurricane Ike. 
 
DCI’s “40 Under 40” award was designed to discover the economic development profession’s rising stars. 
“We are so proud that Jerry has been chosen as a recipient of this prestigious award,” says Stan Salathe, JEDCO Board 
Chairman. “Jerry is an asset to JEDCO and to the community. We are honored to have such a talented individual on our 
team.” 
 
“The people chosen by the selection committee represent a bright future for the economic development world,” said Andy 
Levine, president of DCI. “They are a new breed of results-driven, place makers. We’re very pleased to see Jerry among the 
winners.” 
 
DCI officially announced the winners Sunday night at an awards reception during the International Economic 
Development Council (IEDC) Leadership Summit in Orlando and will feature an in-depth profile of each on its website 
during 2013. 



Pair of New Orleans area economic developers wins 
industry praise 
 
By Mark Waller, NOLA.com | The Times-Picayune 
on February 18, 2013 at 6:33 PM, updated February 18, 2013 at 9:58 PM 

Two New Orleans area economic developers have won industry-wide 
recognition in a new "40 Under 40" award bestowed by Development 

Counsellors International, a New York economic development and tourism marketing firm. The firm 
plans to grant the awards once every three years, so the next round won't be until 2016. 

Development Counsellors on Monday began featuring one of the local honorees, Jerry Bologna, newly 

named as executive director of the Jefferson Economic Development Commission after serving as its 

deputy director, as "rising star of the week" on its website. The other local winner is Rodrick Miller, 

president of the New Orleans Business Alliance. 

 A profile of Bologna listed some of his business accomplishments for 

Jefferson. "Jerry recently worked closely with Peoples Health in the retaining 

of 600 jobs, which resulted in the subsequent creation of another 125 jobs," 

said the DCI profile. "Jerry was influential in landing the NOLA Motorsports 

Park, a $65 million state-of-the-art facility that includes the longest kart and 

road courses in North America." 

Of Miller, the group said: "Results in his first 20 months in the role include 

state legislation allowing for benefit corporations, a policy framework to 

guide the use of tax incentives in economic development, and the attraction 

of more than $200 million in new investment and 3,500 new jobs," through attracting and expanding 

businesses in New Orleans. 

  

A panel of five leaders of economic-development or business-site-selection 

agencies or firms selected the 40 nationwide honorees from a pool of 150 

candidates. This year's awards were for people who had not yet turned 40 as 

of Jan. 1. A statement about the plaudit describes it as honoring "those who 

have brought innovation, high standards, strong character and a track record of success to their 

community and the profession." 

DCI unveiled the awards in Orlando in January at the Leadership Summit of the International Economic 

Development Council, a nonprofit organization for economic developers based in Washington. 

 

http://connect.nola.com/user/mwaller/posts.html
http://topics.nola.com/tag/economic-development/index.html
http://www.aboutdci.com/40under40/list-of-40-under-40-winners/
http://www.nola.com/politics/index.ssf/2012/11/jedco_promotes_no_2_jerry_bolo.html
http://www.nola.com/politics/index.ssf/2012/11/jedco_promotes_no_2_jerry_bolo.html
http://www.aboutdci.com/2013/02/rising-star-of-the-week-jerry-bologna/
http://www.aboutdci.com/40under40/profile/rodrick-miller/


 

Rising Star of the Week: Jerry Bologna 
by Susanon February 18, 2013in 40 under 40 

Jerry Bologna, 37, is the Executive Director of the 
Jefferson Parish Economic Development Commission 
(JEDCO). DCI is pleased to honor him as a winner of our 
40 Under 40 awards, the first-ever competition to identify 
the economic development profession’s rising stars. 

Jerry has been with JEDCO for more than 12 years and 
was previously JEDCO’s Deputy Director where he 
oversaw all economic development functions of the 
organization. Jerry has been instrumental in industry 
recruitment, having partnered with the Louisiana 
Department of Economic Development, Greater New 
Orleans, Inc. and other agencies in the attraction of new 
businesses to Jefferson Parish. Jerry recently worked 
closely with Peoples Health in the retaining of 600 jobs, 
which resulted in the subsequent creation of another 125 
jobs. Jerry was influential in landing the NOLA 

Motorsports Park, a $65 million state-of-the-art facility that includes the longest kart and road 
courses in North America. 

Additionally, Jerry’s contributions to the region’s recovery efforts following Hurricane Katrina 
have been recognized by both business and political leadership, including members of the U.S. 
Senate. He was invited by the Business Civic Leadership Center of the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce and the International Economic Development Council to assist in the development of 
a business and economic recovery plan for Galveston, Texas following Hurricane Ike. More 
recently, he has been invited to help craft business recovery plans for communities hit by the BP 
oil spill and Hurricane Sandy. 

What have you learned so far in your career? Economic development is not about making big 
announcements; it’s about delivering results and developing longstanding relationships that lead 
to an improved economic landscape. 

What’s the most overlooked issue facing economic development? Understanding that most of 
your job creation and all of your job loss is coming from existing companies – there remains a 
lack of resources available to help companies already in your community. Business retention and 
expansion is still paramount. 

http://www.aboutdci.com/2013/02/rising-star-of-the-week-jerry-bologna/
http://www.aboutdci.com/author/susan/
http://www.aboutdci.com/category/40-under-40/
http://www.aboutdci.com/


Where do you see yourself in five years? Despite recently experiencing multiple hurricanes 
and the worst oil spill in history, I see myself successfully directing the economic development 
efforts of Jefferson Parish to become the most populous parish in Louisiana while maintaining a 
thriving, diverse economy. 

In addition to his work at JEDCO, Jerry serves on the boards of the Jefferson Chamber, Greater 
New Orleans, Inc. and Café Hope. In 2011, Jerry was recognized by the International Economic 
Development Council as the New Economic Development Professional of the Year. He also 
achieved the Certified Economic Developer designation in 2011. In 2004, he was named by New 
Orleans Citybusiness as one of the “Top 40 Under Forty.” 

Jerry has a bachelor’s degree in business administration with a major in management from the 
University of New Orleans. He was also a 2004 graduate of Leadership Jefferson. Jerry regularly 
lectures to entrepreneurship classes at the University of New Orleans and speaks to various 
business and civic groups throughout Southeast Louisiana. 

Jefferson Parish Economic Development Commission 

The Jefferson Parish Economic Development Commission (JEDCO) is an independent, yet 
complementary arm of Jefferson Parish government with the main objective of attracting, 
growing and creating new business in the area. Since its inception in 1987, JEDCO has aided 
thousands of companies through business incubator and loan programs, tax incentives and rebate 
programs, workforce development and information services. While dedicated to assisting 
existing Jefferson Parish businesses, JEDCO’s efforts also target the recruitment of new 
businesses for the area. For more information, visit www.jedco.org. 

Click here to learn about the other 39 winners of the 40 Under 40 awards competition. 

 

http://www.jedco.org/
http://www.aboutdci.com/2013/02/rising-star-of-the-week-jerry-bologna/www.aboutdci.com/40under40
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Also, special congratulations are owed to Jerry Bologna, JEDCO’s executive director, and Rod 
Miller, President and CEO of the New Orleans Business Alliance, winners in the economic 
development profession’s “40 Under 40” awards.  

 
 
 

From the President's Desk 
(NEW!) Chamber President Blog 

 
   

 

 
   

 
The Jefferson Chamber of Commerce is poised for great accomplishments in 
2013. Thanks to acompleted lengthy Accreditation Survey to the US Chamber; a 
focused strategic plan compiled after two leadership retreats; and a committed 
board of directors for 2013, the Jefferson Chamber will be steadfast in achieving its 
goals.   Paramount to its success will be the continuance of establishing strong 
parish and regional relationships and a fundamental plan to be relevant to its 
members and parish stakeholders through public policy and quality of life 
initiatives.   In the end, the results should speak for themselves! 
 
Please continue to follow my blog 
at jeffersonchamber.org/category/thepresidentsdesk and feel free to connect with me 
on LinkedIn.   

Todd P. Murphy, 
President 

 
  

Entrepreneur Challenge  

We are excited to announce the first-ever Jefferson Parish 
entrepreneur challenge, the Cordina Challenge! Partnering 
with JEDCO and Cordina, we hope this collaboration connects our 
young professionals with our established business leaders through 
direct capital, business resources and mentorship.  (See Sal 
LaMartina of Cordina accept the LA SBA Young Entrepreneurs of 
the Year Award on our Facebook Page) Held in conjunction with 
The Idea Village's New Orleans Entrepreneur Week, entrepreneurs are urged to apply on JEDCO's website. The 
company with the winning pitch will receive a business-building prize package including a membership in the 
Jefferson Chamber! You can find the application by clicking here. 
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Cordina Challenge Seeks Jefferson 
Parish Entrepreneurs for Pitch 
Competition 
Silicon Bayou | January 25, 2013 | 0 Comments and 3 Reactions 

 

Once a member of the Idea Village IDEAxcelerator class, frozen beverage 
company Cordina has since expanded and has created a pitch competition of 
their own by teaming up with the Jefferson Economic Development 
Commission (JEDCO). Now, they are focusing on finding entrepreneurs in 
Jefferson Parish to assist by providing direct capital and business 
development services. 

The Cordina Challenge, as it has been named, will officially kick off on March 19th, 2013 during New 
Orleans Entrepreneur Week. In order to compete, entrepreneurs must: live, work or market in Jefferson 
Parish, generate between $0-$1 million in revenue; have between 0-10 employees, and be a for profit 

company. Applications are due next month on 
February 19th, 2013. 

JEDCO is looking for, “big ideas with the high 
potential to grow and positively impact the 
community.” The competition is a great way to 
connect Jefferson Parish entrepreneurs and 
companies with those in Orleans Parish. The 
Challenge is also in partnership with Idea Village 
and the Jefferson Parish Chamber of Commerce. 

Applications are now being accepted through JEDCO’s website. Winners will be announced on February 
1st so they will have time to prepare pitches. 

 

http://siliconbayounews.com/2013/01/25/cordina-challenge-seeks-jefferson-parish-entrepreneurs-for-pitch-competition/
http://siliconbayounews.com/2013/01/25/cordina-challenge-seeks-jefferson-parish-entrepreneurs-for-pitch-competition/
http://siliconbayounews.com/2013/01/25/cordina-challenge-seeks-jefferson-parish-entrepreneurs-for-pitch-competition/
http://siliconbayounews.com/author/Silicon%20Bayou%20News/
http://siliconbayounews.com/2013/01/25/cordina-challenge-seeks-jefferson-parish-entrepreneurs-for-pitch-competition/#disqus_thread
http://www.jedco.org/cordina-challenge/?utm_source=Cordina+Challenge&utm_campaign=2012&utm_medium=email
http://www.jedco.org/cordina-challenge/?utm_source=Cordina+Challenge&utm_campaign=2012&utm_medium=email
http://twitter.com/share?url=http://siliconbayounews.com/2013/01/25/cordina-challenge-seeks-jefferson-parish-entrepreneurs-for-pitch-competition/&text=Cordina+Challenge+Seeks+Jefferson+Parish+Entrepreneurs+for+Pitch+Competition&via=siliconbayou&related=richardxthripp%2Ctweetthisplugin


 
  

 

 

Huntington Ingalls Industries opens Houston office for Avondale shipyard business development 
FEBRUARY 5, 2013 

Huntington Ingalls Industries (HII) announced Tuesday the opening of a new office in Houston, TX. According to a press 
announcement released by the naval shipbuilder, the Houston office will serve as a business development center as the 
company pursues opportunities in the energy infrastructure market for the Avondale shipyard. 
 
Northrup Grumman Corp announced plans to close the Avondale shipyard in 2010. The 268-acre facility was set to close 
by the end of 2013. The Jefferson Parish Economic Development Commission (JEDCO), along with Greater New Orleans 
Inc. and Louisiana Economic Development, has been engaged in working with the Huntington Ingalls team to develop 
new lines of business since the announcement. 
 
“The retention of the Avondale Shipyard has been one of Jefferson Parish’s biggest priorities for some time,” says JEDCO 
Executive Director, Jerry Bologna. “We believe this announcement signals Huntington Ingalls’ clear commitment to 
identifying future work for the Avondale yard. Meanwhile, JEDCO and Jefferson Parish will remain vigilant to ensure the 
long-term stability of this great economic asset in our community.” 
 
“We have a great workforce at Avondale with unique engineering and manufacturing capabilities that have been 
demonstrated for many decades,” said Mike Petters, HII’s president and chief executive officer, in the press 
announcement. “Additionally, these skilled men and women are located in the heart of a region where there is more 
manufacturing demand than the current suppliers can meet, particularly in the energy markets. Coupling this talent with 
our world-class facilities leads us to believe we have everything in place at Avondale to excel in this market.” 
 
Chris Kastner, HII’s corporate vice president and general manager, corporate development, who is leading this effort for 
Avondale, added, “We are in active discussions with respected companies in the oil and gas infrastructure market. We’ve 
satisfied ourselves that the engineering and construction elements of these projects are very comparable to shipbuilding, 
and we are working very hard, both internally and with prospective customers, evaluating and competing for new 
opportunities. These upcoming large projects should be made in America by American craftsmen and craftswomen.” 
Avondale plans to transition into the market by building upon years of expertise in areas of modular engineering, 
construction and heavy manufacturing. The facility is located on the Mississippi River in Jefferson Parish. It has the 
potential to employ up to 10,000 people. 
 
Huntington Ingalls Industries designs, builds and maintains nuclear and non-nuclear ships for the U.S. Navy and Coast 
Guard and provides after-market services for military ships around the globe. For more than a century, HII has built more 
ships in more ship classes than any other U.S. naval shipbuilder. HII also provides a wide variety of products and services 
to the commercial energy industry and other government customers, including the Department of Energy. Employing 
about 37,000 in Virginia, Mississippi, Louisiana and California, its primary business divisions are Newport News 
Shipbuilding and Ingalls Shipbuilding. For more information about Avondale, visit: http://www.hii-avondale.com For 
more information about HII, visit www.huntingtoningalls.com 
 

http://www.hii-avondale.com/
http://www.huntingtoningalls.com/
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